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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 -1 6 are cancelled by Preliminary Amendment. 

2. Claims 17-43 are pending. 

3. Claim 1 1 is missing. As dictated by 37 CFR 1 .1 26, misnumbered claims [1 2-43] 
have been renumbered [1 1-42] respectively, and claims also have been renumbered in 
this Office Action to reflect this change. . 



Drawings 

4. The drawing #2 (Fig. 2) is objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a) because they fail to 
show "one or more cross-reference tables 44"' as described in paragraph [0035] of the 
specification. Any structural detail that is essential for a proper understanding of the 
disclosed invention should be shown in the drawing. MPEP § 608.02(d). Corrected 
drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office 
action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing 
sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the 
sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an 
amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be 
canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, and 
where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate changes 
made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for consistency. 
Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering of the 
remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application 
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must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121 (d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Objections 

5. Claims 17, 18, 19, 20 and 35 are objected to because of the following 
informalities: Claims 17, 18, 19, 20 recite "...as defined in claim 17..." (The Examiner 

interprets ...as defined in claim 16) and claim 35 recites " as defined in claim 33..." 

(interpreted as defined in claim 34) which appear to be a typographical error. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

6. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 16 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Claim 16 recited "an information system comprising at least one work flow 
chart... at least one information work.... a control module..." is nonstatutory. It is just 
limited to a function descriptive materials consisting of computer program per se, 
instead of being defined as including tangible embodiments (i.e., a computer readable 
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storage medium such as memory device, storage medium, etc.,). As such, the claim is 
not limited to statutory subject matter and is therefore nonstatutory. 

Claims 17-24 are depended on claim 16 and therefore rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
101 as applied to claim 16 above. 

Claim 25 is a method claim comprising steps but not tied to any particular 
machine or transform underlying subject matter (such as an article or material) to a 
different state or thing. Therefore, the claimed invention is directed to nonstatutory 
subject matter. 

Claims 26-33 are depended on claim 25 and therefore rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
101 as applied to claim 25 above. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



8. Claims 16, 21-25, 30-32, 34, 39-42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Dew et al. (hereinafter Dew), U.S Publication No. 200601 16908. 



9. 



As to claim 16, Dew discloses an information handling system comprising 
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A. at least one workflow flow chart (Fig.2; [0039], lines 1-2); 

B. at least one information work (i.e., the details of the patient's present illness and 
past medical history) associated with the at least one workflow flow chart ([0040], lines 
1-2, 16-19); and 

C. a control module (Fig. 5, a processor embedded in device 10) configured to 
initiate usage by a user of the workflow flow chart in response to a request therefor from 
the user while the user is utilizing the at least one information work ([0026], lines 3-7; 
[0040], lines 9-14; [0072], lines 7-13). 

1 0. As to claim 21 , Dew discloses the at least one workflow flow chart comprises a 
plurality of nodes organized in a tree structure (Fig. 3, [0058], lines 1-4) , each node 
being one of a plurality of types, including a query type (Fig 3, Spine, long bones or 
joints nodes, [0060], lines 2-3; [0079], lines 5-9), a user input type (left or right node 
under long bones node, [0060], lines 3-4; [0079], lines 11-14) and an information type 
(office x-rays, no x-rays and outside x-ray nodes under right node of long bones node 
[0060], lines 4-6) , the nodes being organized in a tree structure such that at least one 
node of the query type has at least one child node of the user input type and at least 
one node of the user input type has at least one node of the information type (Fig. 3, 
[0060]), each node of the query type presenting a query to the user ([0079], lines 5-9), 
each node of the user input type receiving user input from a user in response to the 
query presented in its parent node ([0079], lines 11-14), and comparing the user input to 
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a selected criterion, and selectively enabling its child node to provide predetermined 
information to the user ([0062], lines 1-8). 

11. As to claim 22, Dew discloses the at least one workflow flow chart is defined by a 
meta traversal map ([0023], lines 4-6, meta traversal map is interpreted as clinical 
pathway), the meta traversal map comprising a map entry associated with each node of 
the at least one workflow flow chart ([0023], lines 6-8), each entry containing indicia that 
identifies the node type of the node associated with the map entry [0060], map entries 
associated with any parent or child map node that is associated with the entry's map 
node ([0023], lines 9-12), in the case of a map node of the query or information node 
type, the query or information to be provided to the user ([0079], lines 5-9), and, in the 
case of a map node of the input user type, the selected criterion, the control module 
being configured to use the respective entries in the meta traversal map ([0063], lines 1- 
5 and the user input in traversing the at least one workflow flow chart ([0063], lines 9- 
14). 

12. As to claims 23, 32 and 41 Dew discloses information to be provided by at least 
one map node of the information node type includes information from the at least one 
information work ([0061], lines 1-5), the at least one map node including a link 
identifying the information from the at least one information work to be provided in 
connection therewith ([0027, lines 4-9), the control module being further configured to 
use the link in connection with providing the information from the at least one 
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information work to the user when the at least one map node is encountered in 
traversing the metal traversal map ([0027], lines 4-9; [0099]). 

1 3. As to claims 24, 33 and 42, it would have been obvious to the one skilled in the 
art at the time of the invention to create a second information work as described in claim 
17. Dew discloses a second information work ([0040], lines 1-2, 16-19), and in which 
information to be provided by at least one node of the information node type includes 
information from the second information work (office x-rays, no x-rays and outside x-ray 
nodes under right node of long bones node [0060], lines 4-6; [0061], lines 1-5), the at 
least one map node including a link identifying the information from the second 
information work to be provided in connection therewith, the control module being 
further configured to use the link in connection with providing the information from the 
second information work to the user when the at least one map node is encountered in 
traversing the metal traversal map ([0027], lines 4-9). 

14. As to claim 25, Dew discloses an information handling method comprising the 
steps of: 

A. providing at least one workflow flow chart ([0039], lines 1 -2; 

B. providing at least one information work associated with the at least one workflow 
flow chart ([0040], lines 1-2, 16-19); and 
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C. initiating usage by a user of the workflow flow chart in response to a request 
therefor from the user while the user is utilizing the at least one information work ([0026, 
lines 3-7; [0040], lines 9-14; [0072], lines 7-13). 

1 5. As to claims 32 and 39, Dew discloses the at least one workflow flow chart 
comprises a plurality of nodes organized in a tree structure ([0058], lines 1-4), each 
node being one of a plurality of types, including a query type ([0060], lines 2-3, [0079], 
lines 5-9), a user input type ([0060], lines 3-4, [0079], lines 11-14) and an information 
type ([0060], lines 4-6), the nodes being organized in a tree structure such that at least 
one node of the query type has at least one child node of the user input type and at 
least one node of the user input type has at least one node of the information type 
[0060], each node of the query type presenting a query to the user ([0079], lines 5-9), 
each node of the user input type receiving user input from a user in response to the 
query presented in its parent node and comparing the user input to a selected criterion 
([0079], lines 11-14), and selectively enabling its child node to provide predetermined 
information to the user ([0062], lines 1-8), the method further comprising the step of 
traversing the at least one workflow flow chart in response to user input evaluated by 
respective nodes of the user input type ([0025], lines 6-9; [0027], lines 1-4). 

16. As to claims 31 and 40, Dew discloses the at least one workflow flow chart is 
defined by a meta traversal map ([0023], lines 4-6), the meta traversal map comprising 
a map entry associated with each node of the at least one workflow flow chart ([0023], 
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lines 6-8), each entry containing indicia that identifies the node type of the node 
associated with the map entry [0060], map entries associated with any parent or child 
map node that is associated with the entry's map node ([0023], lines 9-12), in the case 
of a map node of the query or information node type, the query or information to be 
provided to the user ([0079], lines 5-9), and, in the case of a map node of the input user 
type, the selected criterion, the traversing step including the step of using the respective 
entries in the meta traversal map ([0063], lines 1-5) and the user input in traversing the 
at least one workflow flow chart ([0063], lines 9-14). 

1 7. As to claim 34, Dew discloses a computer program product for use in connection 
with a computer to provide an information handling system, the computer having at least 
one workflow flow chart and at least one information work associated with the at least 
one workflow flow chart ([0102], lines 9-17), the computer program product comprising a 
computer readable medium having encoded thereon 

A. a selected user input receiver module (Fig. 5, icons embedded in display 50) 
configured to enable the computer to receive selected user input associated with the at 
last one information work ([0048], lines 1-4 ([0066], lines 3-10); and 

B. a workflow flow chart utilization module (Fig.5, a processor embedded in device 
10) configured to enable the computer to, in response to the selected user input, enable 
a user to utilize the workflow flow chart ([0026], lines 3-7; [0040], lines 9-14; [0072], 
Lines 7-13). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

18. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

19. Claims 17-19, 20, 26-28, 29, 35, 36-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Dew as applied to claim 16 above, in view of Kao et al. 
(hereinafter Kao), U.S Publication No. 20060136625. 

20. As to claims 17 and 35, Dew discloses the invention as described in claims 16 
and 34 above. Dew discloses a display device (Fig. 5, display 50, [0066], line 2) and a 
user input device (Fig. 5, keypad 52, [0066], line 3), the control module being configured 
to enable at least a portion of the at least one information work to be displayed on the 
display device ([0066], lines 6-10) and, in response to user input received through the 
user input device ([0066], lines 10-13). Dew does not disclose enable at least a portion 
of the workflow flow chart to be displayed on the display device, thereby to enable the 
user to utilize the workflow flow chart. However, Kao discloses enable at least a portion 
of the workflow flow chart to be displayed on the display device, thereby to enable the 
user to utilize the workflow flow chart ([0036], lines 1-7, sequence is interpreted as flow 
chart). 
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It would have been obvious to the one skilled in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the teaching of Dew with the teaching of Kao to have the feature to 
enable at least a portion of the workflow flow chart to be displayed on the display 
device, thereby to enable the user to utilize the workflow flow chart. Because it would 
provide users a more convenient way to process, monitor, modify and create a rental by 
using a finger tip without the intervention of physical input devices like mice or 
keyboards, flow charts are easier to understand, they provide users a graphical 
representation of action to be taken, they are well suited for representing logic where 
there is intermingling among many actions. 

21 . As to claims 18 and 36, Dew discloses the invention as described in claims 16 
and 34 above. Dew discloses the user input device includes a control button actuation 
([0066], lines 6-10). Dew does not disclose the button enables the control module to 
enable said at least a portion of the workflow flow chart to be displayed. However, Kao 
discloses the button enables the control module to enable said at least a portion of the 
workflow flow chart to be displayed ([0036], lines 1-7). 

The motivation of these claims is as same as the one of claim 17 above. 

22. As to claims 19 and 37, Dew discloses the invention as described in claims 16 
and 34 above. Dew does not disclose the information work comprises at least one 
actuable indicia actuation of which through input provided through the user input device 
enables the control module to enable said at least a portion of the workflow flow chart to 
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be displayed. However, Kao discloses the information work comprises at least one 
actuable indicia actuation (Fig. 5, icon 90, [0036] lines 11-14) of which through input 
provided through the user input device enables the control module to enable said at 
least a portion of the workflow flow chart to be displayed. ([0036], lines 1-7). 
The motivation of these claims is as same as the one of claim 17 above 

23. As to claims 20 and 38, Dew discloses the invention as described in claims 16 
and 34 above. Dew discloses the information handling system having a plurality of 
workflow flow charts associated with the information work [0042], the control module 
being configured to, in response to user input received through the user input device 
([0026], lines 3-7; [0040], lines 9-14; [0072], lines 7-13), enable a list of workflow flow 
charts that are associated with the at least one information work to be displayed ([0066], 
lines 6-7). Dew does not disclose in response to user input received through the user 
input device selecting one of the listed workflow flow charts to enable said at least a 
portion of the workflow flow chart to be displayed on said display device. However, Kao 
discloses in response to user input received through the user input device selecting one 
of the listed workflow flow charts to enable said at least a portion of the workflow flow 
chart to be displayed on said display device ([0039], lines 1-5; [0041], lines 12-21). 

The motivation of these claims is as same as the one of claim 17 above 

24. As to claim 26, Dew discloses the invention as described in claim 26 above. Dew 
discloses the usage initiating step includes the steps of 
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A. receiving selected user input associated with the at last one information work 
([0066], lines 10-13); and 

B. Dew does not disclose in response to the selected user input, enabling at least a 
portion of the workflow flow chart to be displayed to the user, thereby to enable the user 
to utilize the workflow flow chart. However, Kao discloses in response to the selected 
user input, enabling at least a portion of the workflow flow chart to be displayed to the 
user, thereby to enable the user to utilize the workflow flow chart ([0036], lines 1-7, 
sequence is interpreted as flow chart). 

The motivation of this claim is as same as the one of claim 1 7 above. 

25. As to claim 27, Dew discloses an information handling method as defined in 
claim 26 in which the selected user input receiving step includes the step of receiving an 
indication of actuation of a control button actuation associated with a user input device 
([0066], lines 3-10). 

26. As to claim 28, Dew discloses an information handling method as defined in 
claim 26 in which the selected user input receiving step includes the step of receiving an 
indication of actuation of actuable indicia associated with the at least one information 
work ([0066], lines 3-10). 

27. As to claim 29, it would have been obvious to the one skilled in the art at the time 
of the invention to create a second information work as described in claim 25 above. 
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Dew discloses the step of providing at least a second workflow flow chart with which the 
at least one information work is associated ([0040], lines 1-2, 16-19), the selected user 
input receiving step including the steps of: 

A. enabling a list of workflow flow charts that are associated with the at least one 
information work to be displayed in response to user input received through the user 
input device ([0066], lines 6-13). 

Dew does not disclose 

B. in response to user input received through the user input device selecting one of 
the listed workflow flow charts to enable said at least a portion of the workflow flow chart 
to be displayed. However, Kao discloses in response to user input received through the 
user input device selecting one of the listed workflow flow charts to enable said at least 
a portion of the workflow flow chart to be displayed (0036, lines 1-7). 

The motivation of this claim is as same as the one of claim 1 7 above. 



Conclusion 

28. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 

applicant's disclosure. 

Hickleetal. US 20030135087 

Ballantyneetal. US 5867821 

Wotherspoon et al . US 200301 93930 

Yevgeniy Eugene Shteyn US 200301 1 7365 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to BANGLONG TRAN whose telephone number is 
(571 )270-3931 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m.- 
5:00p.m, EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glenton B. Burgess can be reached on (571)272-3949. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/B. TV 

Examiner, Art Unit 2458 



/Joseph E. Avellino/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2446 



